
Driving in Finland in winter



Plan your route ςprefer main 
roads. 
Conditions in Finland might be different than 
you are used to. 

5ƻƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ǎƻƭŜƭȅ ƻƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ǊƻǳǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴŜǊǎ 
etc. They can plot a route appearing shorter, 
but going through lesser roads which in 
winter can be heavily coated in snow and 
impassable ςeven with a 4x4.

Check the weather forecast and take 
possible warnings seriously: avoid driving in 
extreme weather conditions.

Check where you can stop for fuel, food and 
rest along the way.

Before you drive



Make sure your vehicle is prepared 
for winter. 

Winter tires are mandatory in Finland in 
winter months. 

Clear your car of ice and snow from the 
hood, roof, windows, mirrors and lights.

Keep a snow brush and an ice scraper in the 
car. A snow shovel is a good idea too.

Know your AC settings. Use your AC 
to clear foggy windows.

Before you drive



Reach your destination safely.
Wear your seatbelt. This applies to all 
passengers. 

Keep your full attention on the road. Do not 
use your phone when driving.

Only drive when sober. DUI is a crime.

Do not drive when tired.

Know the traffic rules ςIn Finland we drive on 
the right.

Follow the speed limits. Drive at speed that is 
safe for the weather and road conditions. 

Keep a safe following distance.

On the road


